54

COTTON

when a spinner intends to buy, such as good colour,
bloom, regularity of staple, cleanliness, etc. Cotton which
is neither too white nor too creamy is termed of "good
colour."

A serious defect in cotton is the presence of immature

FIG. 7.   SHIPPING COTTON AT NEW ORLEANS
fibre, as this "mossy" cotton causes much trouble both
in spinning and finishing.
Testing Cotton.    ,
The strength of individual fibres varies considerably;
some fibres have a breaking strain of 46 grains only,
whilst others will bear 212 grains before breaking. From
this statement it will be seen that only a small percentage
of the actual strength of the fibres in any cross-section
of yarn is utilized in offering the resistance to breakage,